
TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
Messianic Fulfillment and The Church—WEEK 3 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil, or pen. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Pray that your family will stay close to God and His Church. 
 
As the followers of Jesus began to tell others about his resurrection, certain    
Jewish leaders did not like it and arrested them and even killed them.  Stephen 
was the first to be martyred for preaching the gospel.  The apostles Peter and Paul 
led the Church and spread the gospel to Jews and Gentiles.  Their great faith 
helped the Church to grow. 
 
Even though the Christians were persecuted for their faith, they supported the 
apostles and the Church, as well as spreading the gospel.  They taught many 
about the love of God.  Now, it is our turn to teach and spread the Gospel! 
 
Here are ways to stay close to God and His Church—the One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church: 
 Receive the sacrament of Baptism 
 Celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Receive Jesus in the Holy Eucharist at the sacred Liturgy (Mass) 
 Pray 
 Live a life of Charity 
 Teach others the story of Salvation History—God’s love story to us! 
 
And, remember, the Story continues with YOU! 
   
Discussion with your Family: 
How can you and your family learn more about God?  
How can you and your family share God’s love story with others? 
God loves you!  Share a hug with each member of your family! 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 
Feast Day: July 16 
 
On one side of the mountaintop, the priests of Baal stood next to the stone altar dedicated to 
their false god. They had been praying aloud all day, but no god had answered them. On the 
other side, the prophet Elijah stood alone next to a stone altar dedicated to the Lord God,     
Yahweh. That day Yahweh sent fire from heaven onto the altar, proving that he, Yahweh, was 
the one true God. The Old Testament records this showdown on Mount Carmel in northern   
Palestine (1 Kings 18:16–39). 

During the many centuries between that event 
and the year 1156, people who wanted a quiet 
place to pray and to live close to God began to 
come together on Mount Carmel. A large     
monastery was built there to honor the Mother  
of God. The members of the monastery were 
called Carmelites. 

In 1251, according to the tradition of the        
Carmelites, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared  
to Simon Stock, the sixth general, or person in 
charge of the Carmelite Order, and gave him a 
scapular. The scapular was a long piece of cloth 
worn over the shoulders and hanging, in front 
and in back, down to the ankles. After that, all 
the members of that Carmelite community wore 
scapulars. Today some religious men and     
women still wear the full scapular. Some people 
wear a small scapular made of two small pieces 
of cloth connected by narrow cord or braid. It, 
too, is worn over the shoulders. Wearing a   
scapular medal or the shortened scapular is a 
way of honoring the Blessed Mother. July 16 is  
a major feast for all Carmelite priests and sisters. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/
saints-stories-for-all-ages/our-lady-of-mount-carmel 



GOSPEL READING 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 29, 2018 

John 15:1-8 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch 
in me that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears 
more fruit. You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.      
Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 
unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear 
much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain 
in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and 
throw them into a fire and they will be burned. If you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. By this is 
my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples." 
  
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/042918.cfm 

Family Connection 

The goal of our life of prayer is to increase our awareness that Jesus lives with us    
always. Prayer is more than a dialogue with God; prayer is a lifting of our minds and 
hearts to God so that God might dwell and act within us and through us. The pinnacle 
of our life of prayer is our communion with Jesus in the Eucharist. Through this       
sacrament, we receive Jesus himself, and he remains with us. Our life of prayer and 
our union with Jesus will lead us to fruitful service to others. 

Place a plant in your gathering space. Invite everyone to look at the plant, noting the 
connection between the plant and its leaves. Talk about the integral connection        
between all the parts of a healthy plant. Introduce today’s Gospel by saying that Jesus 
talked about his relationship to his disciples using this metaphor. Read today’s Gospel, 
John 15:1-8. Talk about the ways in which we are invited to relate to Jesus as his    
disciples today—prayer, Scripture, the Eucharist, and so on. When we do these things, 
Jesus promises to remain with us and to lead us to serve others well. Pray together 
that we will continue to be attentive and open to Jesus as he works in our lives today. 
Pray together the Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-b-
sunday-connection 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-faith.htm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-hope.htm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-love.htm


GOSPEL READING 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 6, 2018 

John 15:9-17 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: "As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in 
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father's commandments and remain in his love. 
 
"I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy might be        
complete. This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does 
not know what his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have told 
you everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you who chose me, but I 
who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you. This I command you: 
love one another." 
  
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050618.cfm 

Family Connection 

In family life, we have many opportunities to show love in action. Each time we      
postpone a task to tend to the needs of another, we show ourselves to be on the path 
to following the example of love shown to us by Jesus. Sometimes the sacrifices we 
are called upon to make for others are small. But these small choices to love and to 
serve others prepare us for the larger choices and sacrifices that we may be called  
upon to make. If we are people who have practiced showing our love for others with 
generosity, we will also be people who are willing to lay down our lives for those we 
love. 

As you gather as a family, talk about the meaning of the word generosity. Ask each 
family member to describe an action that shows generosity. To be generous is to give 
freely to others without counting the cost. Recall that generosity is one of the Fruits of 
the Holy Spirit. Introduce today’s Gospel reading by saying that Jesus taught us to be 
generous in showing our love for one another. Read together today’s Gospel, John 
15:9-17. What examples did Jesus give to us that show this kind of love? (washing his 
disciples’ feet; accepting death on the cross) Jesus helps us to show this kind of love 
to others. In today’s Gospel, Jesus promised that God will give us whatever we ask for. 
One of the things we can ask for from God is a generous spirit so that we can love  
others as Jesus did. Conclude in prayer together by praying Saint Ignatius of Loyola’s 
Prayer for Generosity. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/sixth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-b-
sunday-connection 


